NATURALISTIC STUDIES IN THE EDUCATION OF THE CITIZEN    Up

to the social effects of the changes which they help to brin*
about. In the throes of world-wide unrest, the middle classes
have begun to fear the results of their own inventiveness, Thev
demand a halt to science, a demand which may be the death-cry
of the most fertile culture the world has yet seen.

The kind of education which helped the merchant class to
become prosperous three hundred years ago has lost its use and
attraction for the more prosperous section of the middle class
to-day. One result is the ultra-individualistic reaction which is
called "experimental education.5' This generally means leaving
the child of well-to-do parents to do just what he likes. Since
no healthy child could be expected to enjoy most studies which
have been prescribed by the traditional system, what happens
is inevitable. The child learns nothing at all. So the teacher as
well as the child enjoys the advantage of belonging to a leisure
class. Much that is called "experimental" education is neither
novel nor radical. It merely represents disintegration of discipline
in the prosperous classes. Doing nothing is no solution of the
educational problem for those who wish to preserve a civilization
which owes its special characteristics to advancing knowledge of
natural law. Experimental educationists have repkced braincraft
divorced from handwork by handicraft divorced from brainwork.
A vital problem of education to-day is to end the false antithesis
between handwork and brainwork If we wish to build the society
which can guarantee leisure for everybody and safeguard every-
body against poverty by making the fullest use of science, the
practical man will have to be more of an intellectual, and the
intellectual will have no function unless he is also a practical man.